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The master responses provided in Section II.2, Master Responses, MR-1 through MR-8,

address similar comments received from multiple commenters on the Draft

Supplemental EIR and, therefore, many individual responses to comments refer back to

the master responses. These Master Responses are:

• MR-1, Scope of the Commission’s Discretionary Action

• MR-2, Lease Modification Project Scope

• MR-3, Responsible Vs. Lead Agency & Supplemental Vs. Subsequent EIR

• MR-4, Piecemealing

• MR-5, Diffuser Entrainment Mortality and Species Affected

• MR-6, Marine Protected Areas

• MR-7, Cumulative Impacts

• MR-8, Alternatives
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RESPONSE TO COMMENT SET O30: STANFORD ENVIRONMENTAL LAW CLINIC

O30-1 The commenter’s request that the commenter’s comments supplement the

comment letter submitted by California Coastkeeper Alliance, Orange

County Coastkeeper, Residents for Responsible Desalination, and

California Coastal Protection Network and the commenter’s notification

that the commenter’s October 2016 NOP correspondence is incorporated

by reference will be provided to the Commission for consideration in its

decision-making process. The Project that will be considered by the

Commission is the proposed Lease Modification Project, as defined in

Section 2 of this Supplemental EIR. (See also master responses MR-1,

Scope of the Commission’s Discretionary Action, and MR-2, Lease

Modification Project Scope.)

O30-2 See master response MR-3, Responsible Vs. Lead Agency &

Supplemental Vs. Subsequent EIR.

O30-3 See master response MR-3, Responsible Vs. Lead Agency &

Supplemental Vs. Subsequent EIR.

O30-4 See master response MR-8, Alternatives.

O30-5 See master response MR-4, Piecemealing.

O30-6 See master response MR-3, Responsible Vs. Lead Agency &

Supplemental Vs. Subsequent EIR.

O30-7
cont.



Part II – Responses to Comments

COMMENT SET O30: STANFORD ENVIRONMENTAL LAW CLINIC (cont.)

October 2017 Final Supplemental EIR – PRC 1980.1 Lease Amendment
Page II-352 Poseidon Seawater Desalination at Huntington Beach Project

O30-7 The commenter’s resubmission of the commenter’s October 2016 NOP

comments will be provided to the Commission for consideration in its

decision-making process.
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COMMENT SET O31: SURFRIDER FOUNDATION (Public Meeting Transcript)
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RESPONSE TO COMMENT SET O31: SURFRIDER FOUNDATION)

O31-1 The commenter’s assertion that the Supplemental EIR does not include or

address the issues raised in the commenter’s oral and written scoping

comments with respect to the proposed desalination plant will be provided

to the Commission for consideration in its decision-making process. The

Project that will be considered by the Commission is the proposed Lease

Modification Project, as defined in Section 2 of this Supplemental EIR.

(See also master responses MR-1, Scope of the Commission’s

Discretionary Action, and MR-2, Lease Modification Project Scope.)

O31-2 See master response MR-3, Responsible Vs. Lead Agency &

Supplemental Vs. Subsequent EIR.

O31-3 See master response MR-3, Responsible Vs. Lead Agency &

Supplemental Vs. Subsequent EIR.

O31-4 See master response MR-3, Responsible Vs. Lead Agency &

Supplemental Vs. Subsequent EIR.

O31-5 See master responses MR-2, Lease Modification Project Scope, and
MR-4, Piecemealing.

O31-6 The commenter asserts that the Supplemental EIR only discusses GHG

emissions as they relate to the construction and operation of the

wedgewire screens and multiport diffuser, and does not include an

analysis of GHG emissions associated with the water distribution

component. Please see master responses MR-2, Lease Modification

Project Scope, and MR-7, Cumulative Impacts, Subpart B, Recharge

Distribution Components and Distribution Pipeline, regarding the water

distribution system.

Supplemental EIR Section 4.6.5 has been revised to clarify that,

independent of APM-7, the Lease Modification Project construction and

operational GHG emissions do not create a cumulatively considerable

impact when analyzed with closely related projects in terms of geographic

area and time limits.

O31-7 The comment challenges the 2010 FSEIR GHG analysis and impact

determination of less than significant. See master response MR-1, Scope

of the Commission’s Discretionary Action, regarding the CSLC’s

discretionary action for the Lease Modification Project and the prior

approval of the 2010 FSEIR.
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The comment further states that the Draft Supplemental EIR improperly
considers the GHG emissions together with Poseidon’s proposed

mitigation measures prior to analyzing the impact significance. Section

4.6.4 has been revised to clarify that, independent of APM-7, the

construction and operational GHG emissions associated with Lease

Modification Project components and activities have a less-than-significant

impact.

O31-8 The comment asserts that the Draft Supplemental EIR relies upon or

incorporates as mitigation the Energy Minimization and Greenhouse Gas

Reduction Plan in determining the significance of Lease Modification

Project GHG impacts. See response to comment O31-7.

O31-9 The comment argues that the Supplemental EIR must separately analyze

the GHG emissions, considering the 2010 FSEIR project as well as the

water distribution system, and provide a full cumulative GHG emissions

analysis. See master responses MR-2, Lease Modification Project Scope,

and MR-7, Cumulative Impacts, Subpart B, Recharge Distribution

Components and Distribution Pipeline, regarding the water distribution

system. Also see response to comment O31-7, and response to comment

O10-38 regarding cumulative impact analysis.

O31-10 See response to comment O31-7.

O31-11 See master response MR-2, Lease Modification Project Scope, and MR-3,

Responsible Vs. Lead Agency & Supplemental Vs. Subsequent EIR.

O31-12 Supplemental EIR Table 7-1, Mitigation Monitoring Program, includes

descriptions of the monitoring and reporting actions needed for each

mitigation measure. See also response to comment A2-14 regarding

agency responsibility for mitigation measure compliance.

O31-13 The commenter’s assertion that Poseidon has disingenuously and

inaccurately stated that the Energy Minimization and Greenhouse Gas

Reduction Plan constitutes “voluntary” GHG reductions through offsets will

be provided to the Commission for consideration in its decision-making

process. The Project that will be considered by the Commission is the

proposed Lease Modification Project, as defined in Section 2 of this

Supplemental EIR. (See also master responses MR-1, Scope of the

Commission’s Discretionary Action, and MR-2, Lease Modification Project

Scope.)

O31-14 See master response MR-8, Alternatives.
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O31-15 The commenter states that the Supplemental EIR does not consider com-
mingling brine with wastewater as an alternative, when the Desalination

Amendment defines that multiport diffusers are only the second best

option, if commingling cannot be implemented. The Executive Summary

(on page ES-3, lines 1 through 17) describes the Desalination Plan

feasibility requirements for brine discharge for desalination projects. The

Supplemental EIR describes the Desalination Amendment requirements

for evaluating alternatives in discharge requirements. If the RWQCB,

pursuant to Water Code section 13142.5, subdivision (b), determines

subsurface intakes are not feasible and brine cannot be diluted by

wastewater and there are no live organisms in the discharge, both the

multiport diffuser and wedgewire screens must be installed prior to

operation of the HB Desalination Plant consistent with Desalination

Amendment requirements (see Ocean Plan Chapters III.M.2.d(1)(c)(i) and

III.M.2.d(a),(b)).See master response MR-3, Responsible vs. Lead Agency

& Supplemental vs. Subsequent EIR, Subpart 4D.2, 2015 Desalination

Amendment and 2014 and 2015 ISTAP Reports, regarding compliance

with the Desalination Amendment.

O31-16 The Supplemental EIR considers a narrower action than the proposed

project evaluated in the 2010 FSEIR. The City of Huntington Beach

approved the HB Desalination Facility based on that Final EIR, and the

appropriate No Project Alternative was included for the City’s

consideration. The Lease Modification Project is based on the narrower

action, as defined in master response MR-2, Lease Modification Project

Scope. Given the prior approval of the HB Desalination Project and

issuance of the lease of State lands, the Supplemental EIR’s definition of

the No Project Alternative is that the lease amendment approved by the

CSLC in 2010 would remain in effect.

O31-17 See master response MR-3, Responsible Vs. Lead Agency &

Supplemental Vs. Subsequent EIR regarding project need.

O31-18 The commenter’s request that Poseidon’s Carlsbad plant be considered

will be provided to the Commission for consideration in its decision-making

process. The Project that will be considered by the Commission is the

proposed Lease Modification Project, as defined in Section 2 of this

Supplemental EIR. (See also master responses MR-1, Scope of the

Commission’s Discretionary Action, and MR-2, Lease Modification Project

Scope.)

O31-19 See master responses MR-2, Lease Modification Project Scope, and

MR-3, Responsible Vs. Lead Agency & Supplemental Vs. Subsequent



Part II – Responses to Comments

October 2017 Final Supplemental EIR – PRC 1980.1 Lease Amendment
Page II-388 Poseidon Seawater Desalination at Huntington Beach Project

EIR, Subpart D.3, regarding sea-level rise and climate change. See also

Response to Comment A6-2 regarding sea-level rise.

O31-20 See master response MR-3, Responsible Vs. Lead Agency &

Supplemental Vs. Subsequent EIR.

O31-21 This comment is a copy of the July 29, 2016 letter from the RWQCB to

Poseidon, requesting additional information and third-party analysis. This

letter is not a comment on the Supplemental EIR.

O31-22 The commenter’s request that the commenter’s scoping comments are

incorporated by reference will be provided to the Commission for

consideration in its decision-making process. The Project that will be

considered by the Commission is the proposed Lease Modification

Project, as defined in Section 2 of this Supplemental EIR. (See also

master responses MR-1, Scope of the Commission’s Discretionary Action,

and MR-2, Lease Modification Project Scope.)

O31-23 See master response MR-3, Responsible Vs. Lead Agency &

Supplemental Vs. Subsequent EIR.

O31-24 See master response MR-3, Responsible Vs. Lead Agency &

Supplemental Vs. Subsequent EIR.

O31-25 See master responses MR-2, Lease Modification Project Scope, and

MR-4, Piecemealing.

O31-26 This comment presents “Information Requests for Huntington Beach

Desalination Project (HBDP) Related to Analysis of Alternative Sites.” See

master response MR-8, Alternatives.

O31-27 Please refer to Section 8.1, Climate Change and Sea-Level Rise Con-
siderations, for discussion of potential effects of sea-level rise on the

Lease Modification Project. See also Response to Comment A6-2

regarding sea-level rise. As discussed in Section 8.1, “because the

existing HBGS pipelines are submerged (at a depth of approximately 33

feet mean lower low water [MLLW]) and the proposed wedgewire screens

and multiport diffuser would also be submerged and located on the

pipeline risers above the seafloor, the inundation/flooding risk presented

by sea-level rise is not a factor affecting the [CSLC]’s jurisdiction at this

time and location, and until more is observed or known about how climate

effects alter sediments in the nearshore subtidal areas where the facilities

are located, any conclusions or statements about risks would be

speculative.”
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The commenter’s request that Poseidon’s Carlsbad plant be considered
will be considered by the CSLC in will be provided to the Commission for

consideration in its decision-making process. The Project that will be

considered by the Commission is the proposed Lease Modification

Project, as defined in Section 2 of this Supplemental EIR. (See also

master responses MR-1, Scope of the Commission’s Discretionary Action,

and MR-2, Lease Modification Project Scope.)
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COMMENT SET O32: WILLIAM C. VELASQUES INSTITUTE (Public Meeting

Transcript)
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COMMENT SET O32: WILLIAM C. VELASQUES INSTITUTE (Public Meeting

Transcript) (cont.)
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cont.
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RESPONSE TO COMMENT SET O32: WILLIAM C. VELASQUES INSTITUTE

O32-1 The commenter’s expression of support for the Project will be provided to

the Commission for consideration in its decision-making process. The

Project that will be considered by the Commission is the proposed Lease

Modification Project, as defined in Section 2 of this Supplemental EIR.

(See also master responses MR-1, Scope of the Commission’s

Discretionary Action, and MR-2, Lease Modification Project Scope.)

O32-2 See Response to Comment O32-1.

O32-3 See Response to Comment O32-1.

O32-4 See Response to Comment O32-1.


